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An exercise
in flying high,
landing gently
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~ ANGELA GRANT/agrant@express-news.net

Five middle school students from the Krueger
School of Applied Technologies practiced
launching rockets in preparation for the Team
America Rocketry Challenge national finals.
One-hundred finalists will compete May 17 in
The Plains, Va., near Washington, D.C. The goal
is to launch the rockets 750 feet in the air and
have them come down within 45 seconds, all
while holding two eggs without breaking them.

Eighth-graders Za-
chery Thompson
(left) and Taylor
Delehanty (sitting
on table) launch a
rocket at the Old
Kingsbury Aero-
drome Airport as
Marilyn Tongue
(from left), Shay
Patel and Fernan-
do Cadena watch.

Y

MYSA.COM
Keyword:
EN Video

For more on
the rocket
launches.

Lawyers unsure about sect kids’ shots
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‘What do we do? ” said Polly
O’Toole, a Dallas family law at-
torney who represents one of
the children.

Some parents worry that even
if they don’t want their children
immunized, they will appear un-
cooperative with the state and
risk losing their child forever.

“That’s a really hard ques-
tion,” O’Toole said about parents
who want to refuse. “If you re-
fuse to allow your child to be in-
oculated, are you — the mother
— going to be branded by CPS
as non-cooperative? Are you go-
ing to be considered as not hav-
ing the best interests of your
child?”

Susan Hays, who represents a
2-year-old child, said parents are

upset they are not able to be
there with their children or of-
fer documentation that they
have been immunized.

“They would like an opportu-
nity to get records from Utah
and there’s not a line of commu-
nication to do that yet,” Hays
said.

The immunization issue sur-
faced shortly before CPS sent an
e-mail Wednesday to foster care
providers who now house the
464 children in facilities across
the state.

“Attached are guidelines pre-
pared by the Department of
State Health Services concern-
ing immunization of children
from FLDS,” wrote Heather
Shiels, the state’s manager of
residential foster care contracts.
“The children should be immu-

nized according to the Depart-
ment of State Health Services
harmonized schedule. ... Please
review the schedule, share with
foster parents and child care
staff and follow the guidelines
accordingly.”

No child will be forcibly im-
munized, insisted Patrick Crim-
mins, a CPS spokesman.

“If a child refuses to be immu-
nized, we're not forcing any chil-
dren to be,” he said.

But he emphasized that for
the safety of the children, who
are now unprotected against se-
rious diseases, they do need to
be inoculated.

Crimmins said he has heard
no reports of anyone objecting
to being immunized.

David Miller, executive direc-
tor of Hendrick Home, said

there have been no problems at
his Shackelford County facility;
one of about 16 across the state
caring for the children. Immuni-
zation appointments for the chil-
dren from Eldorado in his care
have been made and no one has
objected.

“It’'s just not an issue,” he
said.

But calls are being made by
older children to their parents at
the ranch and one state source
familiar with the issue, but not
authorized to discuss the matter,
confirmed that some older chil-
dren are refusing shots.

Express-News Staff Writer Lisa
Sandberg reported from the Austin
Bureau. Houston Chronicle Staff
Writer Terri Langford reported from
Houston.

Connolly faces new charges
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against him in January, when
he was charged with funneling
money to Blanche Atkinson, a
candidate for the Bexar Metro-
politan Water District, which
had put him on its payroll.

Councilman Cortez said pros-
ecutors told him earlier this
week about the new case
against Connolly.

The allegation “was a shock
to me, and I'm very disappoint-
ed,” he said, adding that he
hadn’t noticed anything unusu-
al about the donations at the
time.

“They were just general con-
tributions,” he said. ‘“I've re-
ceived many contributions from

a lot of different constituencies,
and I accepted them and report-
ed them as required by law.”

The contributions, he said,
were made long before charges
surfaced that Connolly funneled
money to Atkinson through
surrogates.

“Keep in mind, two years
ago, (Connolly) hadn’t gone
through the BexarMet stuff,” he
said. “There wasn’t a cloud over
him.”

Two months ago, Councilman
Cortez faced a different kind of
controversy after he led the
City Council to grant a rezon-
ing request near Toyota’s South
Side truck plant, against the
recommendations of city staff-
ers, the planning and zoning

in separate donation case

commissions, and City South
Management Authority.

Cortez said he became ac-
quainted with Connolly when
they both worked on then-Coun-
cilman Julian Castro’s mayoral
campaign in 2005. Connolly, he
added, offered to help with
fundraising and media relations
as Cortez ginned up his cam-
paign for the Southeast Side
council seat in 2006.

“Basically, he offered to help
and then he had these contribu-
tions,” Cortez said. “It was
nothing different from others
offering to help with fundrais-
ing.”

The contributions turned up
in Cortez’s campaign finance
report for the last six months of

2006. Three of Connolly’s em-
ployees contributed $500 each
on Oct. 29 and 30, alongside
Connolly’s $500 on Oct. 30.
Overall, Cortez raised $14,260 in
that reporting period.

Cortez said he returned the
contributions to Connolly and
the employees — Erin Klingens-
mith, Matthew McReynolds and
Lindsay Smith — earlier this
week.

Connolly’s first trial for the
first two indictments of five
counts each is scheduled for
May 27. If convicted, he faces up
to 10 years in prison on each
count.

Herberg said he could not dis-
cuss the new indictments in de-
tail because of the pending case.

S.A. man in Texas 7
first to get death date

BY MICHAEL GRACZYK
Associated Press

HUNTSVILLE — One of the
infamous “Texas 7” convicts
who escaped from a state pris-
on more than seven years ago
and killed a Dallas-area police
officer while on the lam now
has an execution date.

Michael Rodriguez has been
set for lethal injection Aug. 14,
Kim Schaefer, a Dallas County
assistant district attorney who
handles capital cases, said
Wednesday.

Rodriguez, 45, ordered his
appeals dropped and had been
asking the courts for nearly
two years to give him a death
date.

A federal judge signed off on
Rodriguez’s request Sept. 27,
two days after the US. Su-
preme Court agreed to consid-
er a Kentucky challenge to le-
thal injection as a means of
capital punishment.

That case stalled executions
around the nation. But in a de-
cision last month, the high
court ruled lethal injection
wasn’t unconstitutionally cru-
el, clearing the way for capital
punishment to resume.

An inmate in Georgia on
Tuesday became the first to die
since Texas executed Killer Mi-
chael Richard on Sept. 25. The

first Texas inmate set to die
now is Derrick Sonnier, sched-
uled for injection in Huntsville
on June 3 for a double slaying
in suburban Houston.

At the time of his escape,
Rodriguez was serving a life
term for hiring a hit man to
kill his wife, Theresa, 29, to col-
lect her $250,000 life insurance.
She was gunned down in 1992
getting out of her car outside
their San Antonio home.

Rodriguez and six other in-
mates overpowered workers at
the Texas Department of Crim-
inal Justice Connally Unit
near Kenedy in South Texas on
Dec. 13, 2000, grabbed 16 guns
from the prison armory and
fled in a stolen truck.

On Christmas Eve, while
robbing a suburban Dallas
sporting goods store, they shot
Irving Police Officer Aubrey
Hawkins 11 times, killing him.
The gang, subject of a nation-
wide manhunt, was caught a
month later in Colorado.

Rodriguez received a death
sentence in May 2002 for his
part in Hawkins’ slaying.

Five of Rodriguez’s compan-
ions also got death sentences.
The seventh Kkilled himself be-
fore he could be recaptured
with his comrades in Colorado.
Rodriguez would be the first of
the group to be executed.

Longs’ gifts are described
as ‘transformational
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dents from the oft-forgotten bor-
der region, where poverty and
poor health are endemic, said
Teresa Long. By supporting stu-
dents from this region, she said,
they hope to improve the sup-
ply of doctors, nurses and other
health professionals who live
and work in these communities.

“I hope this will alleviate the
pain, the disease and the mise-
ry that goes with the border re-
gion,” she said. “I think we al-
ready are making great
strides.”

About 400 business leaders
and university supporters at-
tended the ceremony, held in a
large white tent decorated in a
Fiesta theme with purple, green
and orange streamers.

Joe Long said he and Teresa

will be honored and humbled to
see their name grace the main
entrance on Floyd Curl Drive.

But that is not the most last-
ing impact they hope to have on
San Antonio’s medical school,
he said. They want the students
who receive scholarships to
someday be prosperous enough
to make philanthropic gifts of
their own to the university

“We feel like this is a gift that
will keep on giving, and to us
that will be our real legacy”
Long said.

Oh, and one more thing,
Long said as he turned to leave
the dais.

“There are plenty of people in
South Texas, and some of them
are here today, who can make a
larger gift,” he said. “I hope one
of you does so quickly and
takes that honor away from us.”
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You’re INviTED TO AN OPEN Housk.
CoME MEET THE DOCTORS AT 0UR NEWEST Location!

South_Mon Medinl G -
South Alamo Medical Group offers a personal health care team to surround
pediatrics, adults, & Sexiors with the level of care they need and deserve.
Place: 6205 Tezel Road, Suite 101,
S.A, TX 78250
g’% Date: Friday, May 9th,2008
Time: 6pm - 9pm
-~ . — . e Activities: Refreshments, Door Prizes,
. Corez . Castro r. McCrory Dr. Quesada .
Family Practice  Pedintrics Famiily Practice Pediatrics Entertainment, Meet out Doctors,
Tour our Facility
RSVP to: (210) 242-2012
Orter SoutH Atamo Mepicar Group LocaTions
Aemcely | Ferrer, Pediatrics
Homeira Lradi, Pedsatnes
Migtiel Ayala, Internal Medicine P
Ninea Sanches, Internal Medicine

s Wood, Physician Assstant

2109211181
TA55 Barlite #301
San Amtanio, TX THI24

210-222-0333
4203 E. Southcross.
San Antondo, TX 78222

Michelle Sancher, gt
[ebra Vasquer, Hospitab
210-222-0333

T4 5. Alumo
San Antonio, TX TH05

2102220383
T35S Barlite, Suite #201
San Amtonia, TX TH224

Co-Sponsored hy: ( SecuquorlzDﬂS' @ Evercare
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2005 Cadillac CTS
#P8575, Silver Green, Light Neutral Interior,
XM Radio, 7 Speaker Audio System, 6 YRI100K

2003 Cadillac Escalade

#185A8, Black, Neutral Shale Leather Interior,
Sunroof, Bose Audio System, Rear
Entertainment System, 6 YR/100K Mile Cadillac

2007 Cadillac CTS
#P8609, Platinum Light Gray/Ebony Interior,
Front & Side Airbags, Driver & Front

2008 Cadillac

Mile Cadillac Certified Warranty Included ........... $22’556

Certified Warranty Included ................commmmmmennnens 23’877

2004 Cadillac Escalade ESV
#299A8, White Diamond, Neutral Shale
Leather Interior, Sunroof, Express Open,
Deluxe Overhead COnsole, Bose Luxury
Speaker System, Heated Seats, 6 Disc In Dash
Changer
2007 Cadillac DTS

#P8526A, White Lightning, Custom Top,

Chrome Wheels, Gold Accent, Low Miles, 6

YR/100K Mile Cadillac Certified Warranty Included $33,9 80
2007 Cadillac Escalade

#770A8, Black Raven, Advanced Navigation,

Chrome Wheels, Rear View Camera, Power

$28,675

Sunroof, All Wheel Drive, 6 YR/100K Mile Cadillac

Passenger/Head Curtain Sid Airbags, 6 YRI100K Certified Warranty Included ............ccoowvvrrrrrnrnnneee. $43,900
Mile Cadilla Certifed Warranty Indluded ........$26,9(0() 1989 GMC Suburban

. #P8635B, White, One of a Kind, Well Cared for!

Great Buy at This Pricel.....ccoouruinnininnsieinnns

2005 Cadillac STS s Pr 4,995
#P84.85, Platinum, 1.9K Mllles, Tltar.\l.um Leather 2007 Jeep Compass
Interior, 6 YR/100K Mile Cadillac Certified #P8529A, Red, One Owner, 12K Miles, Perfect
Warranty Included ...........cooeervvmnninnnnnirnensiinnnes $28’499 for Economy & ULility..........cceueeerememmsususennsnns $15,525

ART FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

cavendercadillac.com | 801 Broadway | 210-226-7221

o

CTS

#P8639, Platinum, Titanium Interior, Motor
Trend Car of the Year, 6 YR/100K Mile Cadillac

Certified Warranty Included
SALE PRICE

*31,900...

CADILLAC CERTIFIED SALE

2005 Chevy Crew Cab

#506A8, Redline, Graphite Interior, Very Good

Condition, Check online cavendercadillac.com,

Sale Price Today .........cocooueesesssesesesesessssssssnnnns $18,358
2005 Lincoln Towncar Signature Series
#154A8, Pearl Metallic, Shale Leather Interior,

Factory Warranty Remaining, Well Cared For!..$20,562
2006 Maxima SL

#6023A8, Midnight Blue, Shale Leather, 10K

Miles, Sunroof, Bose Audio System .................. $23,225
2006 Lexus IS 250

#758AA8, White Diamond, Navigation,

Sunroof, Leather Interior, One Owner, 14K

Miles, Will Sell Quick! Call Today! ..........cccevrvveen $29,877
2002 Chevy Corvette Convertible

#63A8, Platinum, 32K Miles, One Owner,

Meticulously Cared For! .............cococwvrerevererenens $29,988
2002 Eldorado ETC

#P8634, Platinum, Pewter Leather Interior,
49K Miles, Classic Style............ CALL FOR PRICE
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Don’t miss the 2008 GSABA
Spring Tour of Homes -

The Ultimate Open House - featuring homes and
communities throughout San Antonio and
surrounding areas in various price ranges.

Saturday/Sunday, May 10 — I
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GREATER SAN ANTONID
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
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Il a.m. to 6 p.m.

Free to the Public

Visit Imagine Homes
at Stillwater Ranch to
experience the many
benefits of owning new,
energy-efficient homes

available from the $160s.
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ImagineHomes



